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A FEW WORDS FROM CRAIG
As I’m writing this newsletter, I cannot believe that this
will be my 10th year at the helm of this incredible
organization…Iowa Foundation for North American
Wild Sheep. Boy, time sure flies. It seems like it wasn’t
that long ago when I brought my family to our first
FNAWS banquet where my daughter was only a year
old and son Kyle was a toddler. Daughter Kristen is now
in her mid-twenties and is ready to be married off this
summer and Kyle has joined myself and my wife on the
Board of Iowa FNAWS.
Speaking of time, I’m sure glad 2020 is finally over.
However there were a few positive highlights last year,
including my being able to participate in the hunt with
my good friend and buddy Pat O’Neill and watching him
getting his Grand Slam bighorn with Josh Martoglio and
crew. Aside from being banged up a bit, that was quite
the trip! Pat had purchased his Wyoming Governor’s
bighorn tag at our 2020 fundraiser, and as many of you
know, that was the weekend when Coronavirus debuted
its ugly head and soon thereafter this entire country went
into a tailspin.

The hospitality room again proved to be a huge hit. On
Friday night, we heard from renown Alaska outfitter
Lance Kroneberger regarding hunting in Alaska, and
Steve Kilpatrick from Wyoming WSF who gave us an
update and film presentation on our adopted Teton
bighorn herd. Your Board has agreed to send funding to
Alaska Professional Hunters for Lance’s full donation of
a 4 person Kodiak Sitka deer hunt and to also send
funding to Wyoming WSF to help in the cost for the
Teton herd film and other Teton herd associated
expenditures. Saturday night was again well-attended
and the libations seemed to flow pretty well, including
from yours truly. However, again through the generous
support of our attendees, the costs of the liquor, beer and
food was easily covered by the “tip jar” and the raffling
off of the 2 handguns and 2 rifles on both nights.
Before we got started on the Live Auction, there were a
few presentations and recognitions. Pat O’Neill was
recognized for completing his Grand Slam and through
some finagling we were able to present to Pat his GSCO
“Grand Slam” plaque which he would have received had
it not for GSCO not having their annual convention due
to covid.

Well, needless to say, we were very fortunate, and due to
foresight of our Board and the leadership of our Iowa
Governor, Kim Reynolds, we decided to cautiously go
ahead and hold our 2021 fundraiser, and boy, we are
extremely glad that we did! If you didn’t make it, this
was a heck of an event! Although only less than 200, the
generosity of the people in attendance was unbelievable
and awe-inspiring. Some of our regular attendees
decided to stay home due to the pandemic, however, we
had attendees from 15 states and even one from Canada,
which is unbelievable for our small organization! Out of
approximately 60 live auction items, only 16 were
purchased on-line.…our attendees really showed up and
let it be known that the live function was alive, real and
well in Iowa.
Many records were broken including $135,000 for the
Wyoming Bighorn tag, $105,000 for the Nebraska nonresident Elk tag, $23,000 for the Iowa non-resident
Whitetail tag, and $11,500 for the Nebraska Combo
Deer/Antelope/Turkey tag. We also had 20 items that
brought at least their estimated value or above their
estimated value. The silent auction, firearms, general and
women’s raffles brought in a record of approximately
$33,000, which is far more than we have ever brought
in. We also signed 12 new Life Members and 7 three
year members. After all the dust settles, we will have
approximately $550,000 available for funding our
various projects! This is an unbelievable number, for it
was only a few years ago when we used to fund a fourth
of this amount annually!

Josh and Laci Martoglio of Shoshone Lodge Outfitters
and Trails West Outfitters were also recognized for their
part in being long time donors of Iowa FNAWS. To
date, their donations have grossed over a hundred
thousand dollars! Josh and Laci were each presented
with a belt buckle depicting Iowa FNAWS’ new logo.
Josh and Laci have been perennial attendees of our
fundraiser and have guided and became friends with
many of our member, me included!

your calendars open for the weekend of February 25th27th, 2022. We are again going to have it at the Sheraton
West Des Moines hotel.
https://www.marriott.com/eventreservations/reservationlink.mi?id=1602262965155&key=GRP&app=resvlink
In closing, I would like to extend my gratitude to this
fine organization and its extremely magnificent
membership!

PAT O’NEILL’S WEST TEXAS HUNT

We again presented two very special people with our
“Living Legends of FNAWS” recognitions.. Both Ted
Schutte and Butch Townsend have been very
instrumental in Iowa FNAWS’ as well as the national
Wild Sheep Foundation since their inception and have
continued to be stalwarts throughout the organizations’
growth and success. Unfortunately both could not make
it to our fundraiser due to the pandemic. Please be here
next year when we will officially recognize Ted and
Butch for their undying support of FNAWS.
Starting a few years back we decided to give back to our
loyal attendees who spent the time and monies to make
our event. This year I would like to recognize Jeff Lappe
for winning the Life Member Mexico Coues Deer hunt
and Justin Nagel who won the attendee drawing for an
Oklahoma Hog hunt.
Iowa FNAWS is one great family……in Hawaiian this
is called “Ohana”. To me Ohana is what this is all about.
This became very evident when we recognized Nevada
Grassie. Nevada, like so many of our war heroes,
continues to give back through his “Brothers in Arms
Safaris”. Nevada wants the tools necessary to take as
many of his fellow warrior veterans on memorable trips
in the outdoors. Iowa FNAWS has become a very
integral partner in Nevada Grassie’s Brothers in Arms
and through many of his donated items; we were able to
raise almost $50,000 towards his cause. As the night
wore on, the “Ohana” feeling became very evident when
first-time attendee to our show, Matt Kirsch decided to
donated over $50,000 towards Nevada’s Brothers in
Arms. All I can say is “wow” and “Thank You Very
Much, Matt”. I am sure with this much-needed funding,
Nevada and his group will help many of our heroes who
have done so much for this country.
Hopefully our 2022 weekend fundraiser will be the next
chapter in your Iowa FNAWS’ growth and success and
you and your friends will be a part of it. So please keep

I reached out to Rowdy McBride in late October or early
November to see if he may have a opening to go hunting
in January as Kay and I wanted to visit her brother and
cousin who live in Northern Texas.
He said he did have a week around the 7th of January if
we could come down then. I booked it and a good friend
Brent Sinclair from Canada was going to join us but
couldn't make as he has mountain lion hunters and
because of the CoVid issues going on he would need to
do a 2 week quarantine upon returning home and
couldn't be tied up that long. Anyone that's been to
Rowdy's knows what a great setup he has for hunters. I
was hunting for both the Armenian Sheep and the Red
Sheep. I had previously hunted at Rowdy's and was not
successful do to a few misses. These are very small
sheep and extremely fast thru the landscape. we were
lucky the first day out to spot one going up a side hill
about 1/2 mile away. We headed out and walked a creek
drainage for quite aways to keep out of sight and
climbed up the bank on the far side behind some bushes
for cover and crawled to where I would have a shot
when he hit an open area. A few minutes later he was in
the open and I was able to make a good shot on him. By
the time we got up to him and did photos and field
dressed him it was getting dark. We started back down
to creek bottom and followed that to where we thought
we had entered but upon climbing up the other side we
could not see the side by side. We looked for about 2030 minutes it was really pitch black, so Rowdy asked me
to stay in this one spot and he would start doing circles
to see if he could spot where we left it parked ( out of
site ) so Rowdy says we'll probably find it about 50
yards from where we've been looking all this time. So I
held a light for his reference point and about another 1/2
hour goes by and walks up by me. We decided that
maybe we were closer to the creek bottom when we
parked so to our amusement we walked towards the
creek and in about 45-60 yards we walk up to the side x
side. We had a good laugh and got back to the lodge
about 10:30-11:00 that night. The next day we set out to
look for the Red Sheep I was after and spotted some
around mid-morning and decided to go after them as

there was a good ram in the bunch. They tend to
continue walking and grazing as they go along so we
followed the herd for a couple miles and when they were
ready to top out over a ridge I laid down and took a shot
at about 450-500 yards as they kept walking. Well at any
rate I shot right over the Ram and off they went. We
hiked back to the truck and were going to another
canyon to glass for sheep. As we were driving along
Rowdy ( Eagle Eyes ) saw a loner a couple ridges over
and we headed that direction. Once we went over the top
of the ridge he was only about 250 yards out and I was
able to take a shot and secure him. If you want a fun
hunt and like to support vendors that donate year after
year to IOWA FNAWS so we can raise funds for
conservation this would be a great hunt for you.

Teenage Dreamer by Lonnie
Cook
Think back to your teen-age years. Besides girls & fast
cars (for the men out there) what did you dream about the
most? For me it was all about hunting. I grew up on a
small farm in NW Missouri. My Dad took me hunting for
quail, rabbit, squirrel, raccoon and deer. Those were such
great memories. In today’s busy society our young people
often are not exposed to the same type of environment that
many of us were. Back in my day we didn’t have
cellphones, computers, video streaming for your TV,
video games and a host of other activities that keep our
youth’s attention in today’s world. We each need to do
our part to mentor our youth so they become involved in
hunting activities.
I remember getting off the bus from school and heading
to the house to change and get my .22 or 20 gauge shotgun
to go hunting. I also spent a lot of time reading Outdoor
Life & Field & Stream magazines. The stories that were
relayed in print whetted my appetite for hunting some of
the big-game species that inhabited our western States.
I made my first move to hunt outside Missouri in 1997. It
was off to Colorado for an elk hunt. It wasn’t a successful
hunt as far as taking “meat”, but an absolute adventure to
experience mountain hunting for the first time. I have
been returning to Colorado to elk hunt frequently over the
last two decades.
Fast forward to 2012: I was 60 and beginning to think of
retirement and how I would spend my last years in life
(God willing). We all have a bucket list that we keep
somewhere and I was no exception. I was heavy into
competitive running and cycling and marked off those
items on my bucket list. Patti and I do a lot of traveling
and have marked those off our bucket list. Some of those
teenage memories came back to me and I started adding
some hunting adventures to my bucket list. The first
adventure would be a 2013 Grizzly & Moose hunt in
Alaska.
In September 2013 I made my way to Alaska: First
Anchorage and then to Port Alsworth. From there a
smaller plane took me to Westwind Guide Service’s base
camp. Then the owner, Tony Lee flew me in a Cub to a
spike camp. This was a 14 day hunt. It rained every day
and my rain gear was not quite up to par. I learned some
important lessons on that hunt, namely I needed clothing
& gear that fit the hunt environment. For any of you that
have been bear hunting you know that it is the most boring
of all the big game hunts out there. You wake up, eat, than

go sit on a knob close to camp all day long with a break
for lunch. It’s even more boring when you don’t sight any
animals. For the first 8 days we saw one small moose and
two sows and cubs and one boar that was 2-3 miles away.
We made a play on the boar, but by the time we got close
to that area, he had left the country.
On day 8, Tony moved us about 25 miles away to another
area. Game was still pretty sparse in this area, but on day
11 a smaller boar was sighted about a mile away. He was
moving in our direction and we waited. He got within
range and I decided to take the shot, as this might be the
only opportunity. We were only able to hunt one more day
before the weather pushed us out and we had to return to
base camp. We did see a decent moose the evening of the
last day, but were unable to get within shooting distance.
Since these earlier elk and grizzly hunting experiences I
have been fortunate to travel to many places and take
several different big game animals. Those dreams I had as
a teenager did come true. I hope yours do too. ~ LC

A toast from Craig, Julie and Josh to a great event
and looking forward to all the great times again
next year.

Congrats to Laci Martoglio on her beautiful
Desert Ram

Nevada and his Monster Texas Aoudad

Craig with his Transcaspian Urial, guided by
Nevada Grassie

Last Words by Kyle
If you have any articles or pictures that you would like
to possibly be featured in the next newsletter, feel free
to email them to me at kylenakamoto@hotmail.com.
As we all head into the 2021-2022 hunting season, I
wish all of you good luck. See all of you at the next
banquet! ~ Kyle Nakamoto

Laureen with her Texas Blackbuck, guided by
Nevada Grassie

