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A FEW WORDS FROM CRAIG 
 

SEASONS GREETINGS!  Hope this writing finds 
everyone in the midst of a promising hunting season.  
I, for one, just returned from a hunt which has been 
on my wish list since I was a teenager.  I successfully 
hunted Marco Polo and Mid-Asian Ibex in 
Kyrgyzstan.  I can definitely say that this was one of 
the most memorable and enjoyable hunts I have ever 
been on. 
 

After having visited Bishkek, the capital of 
Kyrgyzstan, and the Kyrgz mountainous 
backcountry, and especially after such a contested 
presidential election, I can honestly say that we here 
in America, should be very fortunate and should not 
take our lifestyle for granted.  It’s always amazing to 
me how many parts of the rest of the world live and 
endure not having our standard of living.  On the 
other hand, I was surprised as to how happy and 
gratified many these people seem to be.  For instance, 
at the hotel we stayed at, the employees: receptionist, 
waiters/waitresses, room maids, etc. seemed very 
dedicated to their jobs and I was surprised to find out 
that they worked on 24 hour shifts and got paid a 
fraction of what the minimum wage is here in the US!  
And unlike the typical worker you find here in the 
states, they seemed to be very pleasant and always 
attentive to their customers’ needs.  Another example 
was when we toured the local bazaar, there appeared 
to be many locals in need of assistance, however, 
unlike the begging you see in our streets, these 
people did not want a handout for nothing.  Rather, 
they insisted on performing some type of service in 
return, whether it be shining your shoes or letting you 
weigh yourself on their scale.   
 

Not to bore you but I have included a copy of the 
hunting report I prepared on this last hunting trip, in 
this newsletter, because I was so impressed with the 
people I met on this trip.  
 

It was also amazing to me, as we watched the 
presidential election unfold on the television at our 
hotel, how an unbiased station covered the results.  
From what I gathered from the news media, and also 
by the locals watching, they seemed relieved and 
excited that the US was about to elect an outsider to 
one of the most powerful positions in the world!   
Well, anyway, we can only hope and see how this 
new administration plays out. 
 

We are quickly approaching our next fundraiser 
which will be held on March 11th, again at the 
Airport Holiday Inn Express in Des Moines.  As I 
mentioned in the previous newsletter, we are making 
changes to the fundraiser to hopefully keep it 
enjoyable and meaningful to attend.  I am always 
open to criticism and advice, so please feel free to 
contact me with anything you wish to discuss.  Also, 
included in this newsletter is a registration form for 
our fundraiser.  We would appreciate it if you could 
turn these in early so we can start on preparing for a 
headcount.   
 

 
 

This year, we will also have Ryan Brock, the youth 
coordinator from national WSF in attendance, who 
plans to put together a great venue for the youth in 
attendance.  We need to keep the next generations of 
outdoorsmen/women interested in this sport.  In this 
regard, we plan to make changes in the youth raffle 
so that it does not interfere with our normal raffle. 
 

If any of you have any insights on any donations 
which you feel would benefit our fundraiser, please 
let me know…we can always use additional 
donations.  Or, if you have been on a good hunt, it 
wouldn’t hurt to ask the outfitter for a donation for 
you would be a hell of an endorsement and in all 
probability, the purchaser of the donated hunt would 
bring along a paying buddy, which would minimize 



the financial impact of the donation.  In addition, it 
doesn’t have to be a full donation….we are always 
willing to work out some type of sharing of revenue.  
So, please contact me if you feel you may have 
something to offer.   I can always be reached at 
Nakamoto01@sbcglobal.net or on my cell at 
(402)650-1383. 
 

We can always use volunteers for our fundraiser, so 
if any of you would like to help out, please feel free 
to contact any of the Board members listed on this 
newsletter….we can always use the help, for 
remember, this is your organization and any 
assistance would only enhance the value of this 
organization. 
 

In any event, I look forward to seeing all of you on 
March 11th, if not sooner at one of the national 
conventions, and as always, I am forever humbled to 
serve as president of this great organization which we 
call Iowa Foundation for North American Wild 

Sheep. 
 

TED’S MINIBITS 
 

You might have noticed I changed the word above to 
minibits.  The information I receive from others has 
diminished as I have lessened my days of hunting 
and eliminated the mountain hunting.  Hopefully you 
have sent your pictures of hunting success to Mark 
Seltzer or Craig Nakamoto.  The world of modern 
communications has me baffled and the land line 
phones and snail mail letters are like me – a thing of 
the past.  The hunting world loves to hear of other 
people’s success so keep shooting those trophies and 
I, and others, will try to help insure these 
opportunities continue and multiply in future years.  
Just as important is telling and showing this success 
to others. 
 
Life member Jay Link, WI, put a smile on my face 
when he sent me a picture showing his 17 year old 
daughter, Kenia, and the dall sheep she took in 
September.  It was a stately old ram that was 
broomed on the left side but had to be in the 40’s on 
the right.  I returned a message to Jay saying, “A 
beautiful ram for a beautiful girl.” 
 
I’m hearing great things in both numbers and success 
in waterfowl hunting.  I believe the recent wetter 
years in the upper great plains and Canada have 
brought great population numbers.  Even our areas 
here and the old prairie pothole country of Minnesota 

and the Dakotas are raising more birds today, and 
these birds are staying around longer because of 
recent milder winters.  The size and color of ducks 
taken recently has been better than at any time of my 
recollection.  Years ago we had to go to Arkansas or 
Mississippi to get birds with this color. 
 

Our pheasant numbers in Northwest Iowa are pretty 
good and would guess about the same as past years.  
I’m a little concerned about the lack of young birds 
in the numbers we harvested, as all the birds seemed 
to be full colored, mature birds.  This concern was 
offset somewhat by the great number of hens the 
dogs flushed.  Our pheasant population seems to be 
in good shape if we can avoid a harsh and icy winter.  
Our grey partridge population remains poor as we 
saw none on both weekends of hunting. 
 

 
 

The election is over and I’m reminded of a Walt 
Disney quote – “The way to get started is to quit 
talking and begin doing.”  Or maybe Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s quote – “The way to begin is to begin.”  
I’ve heard enough talk, I’ve heard enough trash, and 
I’ve heard enough of how much better I would be 
than the other person.  Now let’s show a little 
cooperation and a little civility and above all get 
something done. 
 

Hope to see you at the Iowa FNAWS show in March 
and elsewhere on the conservation trail and before 
that a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. 
      
 Till our next hunt, 
 

  Ted  
Ted Schutte 

 

ANNUAL BANQUET 
 

The 2017 Iowa FNAWS banquet will be held on the 
March 10th and 11th, at the Holiday Inn (Airport), 



Des Moines, IA.  Friday will a social evening in the 
hospitality suites, with the banquet being on 
Saturday. There has been a change this year 
concerning reservations.  The board has voted to 
charge $50.00 per person if banquet registration is 
received before February 1st.  Those registering at 
the door will pay $65.00.    This is intended to 
streamline to process of checking in at the door.  This 
also allows me to have everyone’s nametags and 
identification stickers printed in advance.  We found 
out this year that the tables seat 10, not 8 as was the 
case in Okoboji.  If you wish to reserve a table, please 
let me know, on your banquet registration form, who 
will be sitting with you. Anyone who registers in 
advance will have a pre-printed name tag at the 
registration desk.  Depending on time, people 
registering at the door may receive a hand written 
name tag. 
 

LIFE MEMBER BOB MEDUNA AND HIS 
RAM 

 

Most of you knew that I've been in Wyoming's Unit 
7 on a sheep hunt this fall and several of you have 
been asking for an update.  I took a good ram last 
Friday on the 17th day of the hunt.  Green scored 
173, 38" length, 15 1/4" bases.  Self-guided with 
one of my old college roommates.  Fantastic hunt!! 

 
PAT’S AT IT AGAIN 

 

At last year's GSCO convention I purchased a hunt 
donated by Spanish Mountain Hunts with 
GonzaloColomina for an Iberian Red Deer. I added a 
Gredos Ibex, Cantabrian Chamois and an Iberian 
Mouflon. 

 

Kay accompanied me and we had a great time 
hunting all the different areas and meeting so many 
nice people. We stayed at very nice hotels for the 
Ibex and Chamois in the different mountain ranges 
and Gonzalo's ranch which is second to none. The 
food was excellent everywhere we went and all 
aspects of the hunt were handled in a very 
professional manner. I highly recommend Gonzalo 
and his company to anyone looking for the different 
species that are available in Spain. I'm sending 
pictures of my 4 animals taken on this trip. 

 



 

Ted Nugent’s Kamp For Kids Iowa 
 

It all came together on a warm June morning. 100 
Kids from the Midwest were introduced to a day of 
hands-on outdoor adventure at the Ted Nugent Kamp 
For Kids Iowa at Lake Arrowhead in Neola Iowa.  
They enjoyed a day of participating in shooting air 
rifles, bows and arrows, sling shots as well as 
learning orienteering, wildlife ID and a chance to 
catch a fish on the lake. The kids spend 50 minutes 
at each station with an instructor and volunteer staff 
to make sure they all had a chance to take part in the 
activity.  
 

 
 
Ted Nugent Kamp for Kids has a fantastic support 
staff of sponsors, instructors, and volunteers from 
area hunting clubs and associations, as well as 
individual local sportsmen and sportswomen who 
see the need to pass this passion for the outdoors onto 
the next generation of hunters and fishermen.  
At the end of the day the participants were given a 
variety of outdoor items to take with them including 
a fishing pole tackle box combo. Thanks to the Iowa 
chapter of the Foundation for the North American 
Wild Sheep, who donated the funds for half of the 
100 fishing pole /tackle box combos. This was a great 

way to send the campers off with the tools to start 
their own adventures. 

 

 
 

LIFE MEMBER MIKE FISHER 
 

 

Himalayan Tar Gold Medal Record Book taken in 
June of 2016, in the free range of the West Alps, 
South Island, New Zealand. 



 

Mike’s Arapawa ram (Gold Medal/Record Book) 
taken in the free range of the West Alps, South 
Island, New Zealand. 

 

And a Red Stag, taken in June, from the West Alps 
region of New Zealand’s South Island (free range). 

LIFE MEMBER LONNIE COOK 
AND HIS RAM 

  

Well I am one step closer to getting my Grand slam. 

I had a successful Desert Sheep Hunt in Mexico this 
past week. Gross score was 176 2/8. Both horns have 
a big chunk missing and one side got caught in 
measurement #3 which made us lose 3 2/8. So almost 
a 180 ram. Got him on day 1. We saw around 25 
sheep that day with over half being rams. We saw 
another big one, but he caught sight of us and took 
off over the mountain. The ram I got was aged in the 
14-15 year range by the guides. It was probably one 
of the original seed stock that the ranch brought on 
this property back in 2002-2003. 

 

Craig’s hunting Report: 
Marco Polo and Ibex in Kyrgyzstan 

 

 

On my recent trip to Kyrgyzstan on October 28 thru 
November 10, 2016, I successfully hunted for Marco 
Polo and Mid Asian Ibex, which I booked through 
my good friend, Vladimir Koshcheev, however, I 
have decided to concentrate this report not on the 
hunt, but rather on the local people who made this 
hunt one of the most enjoyable and rewarding hunts 
I have ever been on.  I was joined on this hunt by 
John Broshnahan, a fellow American from 
Pennsylvania who had booked his hunt via another 
outfitter. 
 

After approximately 14 hours of riding, first in a 
crowded, overloaded transport van with 7 additional 
people and then transferring over to two crowded 4-
wheel drive vehicles, we arrived at base camp which 
turned out to be a very pleasant surprise, along the 
Tien Shan Mountains, bordering China.  The 
accommodations were excellent considering that we 
were in some remote mountain area. 
 

Upon our arrival at base camp, we were met with a 
dining table filled with local gastronomic delights 
including pastries, cookies, candies, various cuts of 



meats and sausages, and of course, vodka and local 
wines and cognac, and as people close to me know, I 
very seldom shy away from such experiences.  After 
being introduced to all of the local personnel, we had 
a very delightful meal….one like which I have never 
encountered before in my over 50 guided hunts in 
primitive settings.  Don’t get me wrong, I have had 
several delightful meals hosted by my local outfitters 
before and after many of my hunts, however none 
could compare with this meal when it came to a 
remote setting.  I was soon to experience more of this 
hospitality at our spike camp. 
 

Spike camp, as I was told, would be around 4-5 hours 
from base camp by 4-wheel drive, and after a couple 
of hours of riding through several mountain passes  
we were met by three local horsemen with several 
horses, who would turn out to be our local guides.  
Here, I found out that we were going to ride with the 
local guides over a couple of high passes to look for 
sheep, on our way to camp.  
 

As luck would have it, after looking over three bands 
of sheep along the way, we came across a group of 
approximately 15 rams near the top of one of the 
summits.  As we situated ourselves for a better look, 
our main guide, Ruslan was confident that there was 
a “shooter” among the bunch.  As the rams steadily 
came into range, both Ruslan and Vladimir 
whispered the yardages to me.  I was able to take the 
largest ram with one shot at 3:48 pm on the very first 
day of my hunt!  After all of the customary 
congratulatory “high fives”, hugging, handshaking 
and pictures taken, Ruslan and his assistant, Sultan 
made short work of skinning the ram and dissecting 
the meat in to packable portions. 
 

The decent to the spike camp took nearly 4 hours in 
complete darkness.  Surprisingly, the sure-footed 
horses did one heck of a job going down some very 
steep slopes, which I am sure, had it been daylight, it 
would have scared the *#&! out of me!!  
 

I could not believe it, for when we finally reached 
spike camp, our cook, Elena, had everything 
prepared for us:  hot tea, soup and a very delightful 
sausage and pasta meal.  We were joined by John, 
Murat another guide, Rashid the driver and camp 
helper, and Eugheny another camp helper.  Needless 
to say, we devoured almost everything on the table 
including a number of celebratory shots of Vodka.   
 

I decided to spend the next day at camp while John 
went out with Vladimir and the other guides in search 
of his trophy.  This day was very memorable for 
although there was a communication barrier between 
Elena, Rashid, Eugheny and myself, it was a 
thoroughly enjoyable experience.  The dedication 
these people show to their clients are second to none!  
We spent most of the day communicating with 
gestures and sign language, however all of my hosts 
made sure that I felt comfortable…Elena forever 
mindful as to the emptiness of my cup of tea, and 
Rashid and Eugheny with a watchful eye as to 
whether I needed anything.  It was a great experience 
as we tended to the fleshing of my ram’s hide as well 
as taking care of the meat, which my hosts seemed to 
cherish so deeply.  I have never met happier people 
at camp…they all seem to enjoy their work.  At the 
end of the day, Rashid, via hand gestures and limited 
English, informed me that the sauna was ready.  
What awaited me at the sauna was unbelievable…a 
neatly folded towel, scrub towel, soap and shampoo, 
and two bottles of beer…unreal for a remote 
wilderness camp! 
 

That evening was met with more celebration as John 
had connected on his ram.  We again enjoyed a great 
meal prepared by Elena which included ram ribs as 
well as stuffed peppers made from hamburger from 
my ram.  This was unbelievable for just the night 
before, in one of our conversations, I had mentioned 
my fondness for stuffed peppers!  I started realizing 
that Elena picked up on tidbits of my conversations 
and would prepare meals which she felt we would 
enjoy.   
 

The rest of the hunt was successful with both John 
and me harvesting respectable ibex.  The highlight of 
my ibex hunt came when Ruslan and I made the final 
stalk on my ibex up a pretty steep draw.  On several 
occasions, not only did I have to stop for a breather 
but also had to readjust my right boot for I just could 
not get it comfortable.  Anyway, after I shot my ibex, 
I told Ruslan, “Kenetrek boots…not good for me but 
looks like it will fit you better”.  Although these pair 
of boots had only seen three previous hunting trips 
and were in almost new condition, I gave them to 
Ruslan for I knew he could get better use of them 
than I could endure.  When we got back to camp, 
Ruslan tried them on and for the rest of the trip, I saw 
Ruslan wearing these boots.  It made me feel good 
that someone could utilize these boots, rather than 
they sit in my closet.    
 



When we returned to base camp, we again had a 
wonderful meal.  The highlight of the evening came 
when Vladimir and Vitaly, the camp manager 
decided to sing several Russian hunting songs 
“karaoke style”.  Of course this was nurtured along 
via several drinks. 
 

One of the moments I cherish most on these hunts is 
the time spent with far away friends which I have 
been blessed with on these hunting expeditions, and 
I can say that Vladimir is one of those cherished 
friendships.  He and I always talk about life being 
either hopes and dreams or experiences and 
memories.  This Marco Polo/Mid Asian Ibex hunt 
will be go down in my books as a very memorable 
experience.    

 

TOM PLACE AND HIS PRIZES FROM 
PAKISTAN 

 

I received these pictures from Tom’s hunt in 
Pakistan.  This hunt was a milestone for Tom, 
completing his Super 20 Capra.  Tom hunted with 
Indus Safaris’ guide Pir Danish Ali. In addition to the 
animals pictured, Tom hunted hog deer, and wild 
boar.  Tom reported that the animal were plentiful 
and of good quality.  Tom believes the punjab and 
black buck will score fairly high in the SCI record 
book.  Nice job Tom! 

 

 

Sindh Ibex 

 

 

 

Himalayan Ibex 

 

Punjab Urial 

Colby Frye and father Scott show off 
Colby’s Alabama deer 
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