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HAPPY HOLIDAYSHAPPY HOLIDAYSHAPPY HOLIDAYSHAPPY HOLIDAYS    

A FEW WORDS FROM CRAIG 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!  Wow, another year has gone 
by and again I’m very grateful for having been 
blessed with the many things which I take for 
granted; family, friends, good health and for being a 
part of this great Iowa FNAWS family. 
 

Our upcoming annual fundraiser is fast approaching, 
February 20th, 2016 at our new location in Des 
Moines, the Airport Holiday Inn.  By all preliminary 
indications, it appears that this new venue will be a 
welcome change, for our registration count is above 
from this time last year.  So for those of you who are 
planning on attending and have not yet registered, 
enclosed is another registration form.   Please send it 
in at your earliest convenience so we can get an 
accurate head count. 
 

With this venue, there are several new “firsts” which 
will be offered:  For the first time, we will have a few 
exhibitors’ tables, some of which have donated items 
for the auction.  There will also be a “Hover Archer 
System” for the younger attendees to keep them 
occupied while we, “Old Fogies” partake in our 
“socializing and hunting storytelling”.  
 

 

 

We will also be offering a Concealed Carry Class. 
This class will be given on Saturday morning at 
10:00, and we were able to negotiate a substantial 
discount for our attendees; $50 instead of the normal 
$75.  Therefore, if interested, please fill in the area in 
the attached registration form.  For those of you who 
have already registered for the fundraiser but would 
like to take the Concealed Carry Class, please fill in 
the area in the registration form for the Concealed 
Carry Class, and in the area for the registration, 
please indicate that you are “previously registered”, 
and send it in along with the $50 fee made payable to 
Iowa FNAWS. 
 
There are going to be several auction and raffle items 
which have never before been offered at our 
fundraiser which I think you will be impressed with. 
 

I sincerely hope you can make this fundraiser and if 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at nakamoto01@sbcglobal.net.  Also, our 
website, IowaFNAWS.org is up and running and you 
will be able to get more information there.  
 

Again, wishing you and yours a “HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS” and hope to see you in Des Moines.  
 

TED’S TIDBITS 

 Here’s hoping all of you had a blessed 

Christmas with family and wishing you a healthy and 

prosperous 2016. 

 We’ve had record amounts of rain and 

snowfall in NW Iowa since November 1, but 

unseasonably warm temperatures show a landscape 

outside of unfrozen lakes and farm ground that still 

could be tilled.  Both of these phenomena are 

extremely rare in this part of the country. 

 Other rarities in the area were the taking of a 

record book whitetail and a coyote hunter shooting 

what will probably be determined to be a wolf.  Both 

animals were taken by known friends of mine and 

both animals were killed within 8 miles of the farm.  

The whitetail was taken with a bow and green scored 

in the high 190’s.  The animal, thought to be a coyote 

when taken, weighed 105 pounds.  The Iowa DNR 

was contacted and the animal was taken for analysis 

and testing.  I’m no expert, but it looked like a wolf 



to me.  I’ll have pictures of both these trophies at our 

winter fundraiser. 

 IA life member #9, Ron Hurlburt, WI, 

stopped in Sibley late summer on his way to purchase 

more John Deere memorabilia.  On the invitation to 

our local supper club, we hashed over old FNAWS 

memories from the 1980s and 90s.  Ron has tons of 

John Deere antiques and also trophy whitetails on his 

farms near Durand, WI. 

 Life members Dan Scharmer, MN, and Larry 

Williard, MT, hunted in August the Northeast Slope 

of the Brooks Range in Alaska.  They have 

developed a great friendship and look forward to the 

hunts they can take together.  Both took great caribou 

in velvet, and Dan took a blonde grizzly which he 

said was the nicest of the eleven he saw.  Bear 

populations seem to be increasing in most areas, and 

I’m hearing of more bear and human encounters in 

recent years.  On my last black bear hunt in Canada, 

I watched for an hour, on two separate days, a sow 

bear with four yearling cubs.  Both Dan and Larry 

have taken the four North American wild sheep, and 

their friendship started with membership in this elite 

group. 

 

 Steve Skold (pictured above), IA, is another 

Iowa FNAWS life member and also a vice-president 

of National SCI.  He’s been re-elected to another 

term, and I’m hoping it leads to a national 

presidency.  Steve drew a coveted Wyoming bighorn 

sheep license in 2015 and took a great ram this past 

September.  This makes three sheep for Steve in the 

past three years and the desert left to fulfill his dream.  

We are both hoping he can draw in one of the 

southwestern states, but I am guessing he might have 

to “bite the bullet” and buy a state permit or visit our 

friends in Mexico.  Congratulations, Steve, and 

thanks for all the time, talent and funds you give for 

the hunting community and proper wildlife 

management in Iowa and the world. 

 In late August I was informed of the passing 

of Dr. James “Red” Duke at the age of 86.  Red was 

a “one of a kind” type of man who could put a smile 

on your face and make you laugh with his style of 

talk and humor.  He was a great doctor, hunter and 

leader of many conservation groups including 

FNAWS in the 1980s.  I knew Dr. Duke but wish I 

could have known him better.  Dr. Roy Schultz, IA, 

stopped by my house in September, and we 

reminisced for an hour the memories, as Roy and Red 

served FNAWS at the same time and remained close 

friends through the years. 

 The Johnsons of Danbury, WI, haven’t let 

their rifles cool off.  11-year-old Cash took a dandy 

Wisconsin black bear in October and then, in early 

November, Grandpa Greg and Grandma Liz took 

great mule deer in Colorado.  But, as usual, Bartender 

Burl took the biggest Wisconsin whitetail in late 

November.  It’s a “huntin’” family, and young Cash 

is continuing the great tradition. 

 When I received my ballot from WSF for 

their Board of Directors, I had a problem.  There 

were five great candidates and only four of them 

could be elected.  I knew all five of them and knew 

that the WSF would be in good hands whoever was 

elected.  That brought a good feeling to me but didn’t 

alleviate the problem of which one to leave out.  

Thanks to all who give so much for a cause and 

organizations they love.  Been there, done that. 

 Remember the Iowa FNAWS fundraiser and 

gathering on February 20, 2016, at the Airport 

Holiday Inn in Des Moines.  We’re trying something 

new and we wish our success to continue.  Get those 

plans made and those reservations mailed, as the 

party isn’t complete without you. 

 In late September my wife and I took an 

extended trip through the New England states with 

the destination being Sagamore Hill, which is located 

on Long Island, New York, and home of Theodore 

Roosevelt.  The memories of all my readings came 

alive as I walked the ground and floors of the home 



where he walked years ago.  He only lived to be 60 

years old, but he accomplished so much in those 

years with his intelligence, energy, and love for 

wildlife and the hunter in pursuit.  He showed special 

interest in the hard-working man being given a fair 

wage and the importance of the American citizen 

living by the country’s rules and laws.  He backed 

down from no fight he felt worth fighting, and family 

took priority.  Leaving Sagamore Hill, I felt I had 

lived a day of my life with him and wished so much 

that I could vote for the likes of him today.  Our trip 

also included John and John Quincy Adams history, 

FDR history, Maine lobster, Acadia National Park, 

“Give ‘em Hell” Harry Truman history, and a stop to 

see my two grandsons near St. Louis.  Life is good, 

and the blessings continue. 

 Have a great winter.  I look forward to seeing 

you in Dallas, Des Moines, Reno or elsewhere on the 

trail.       

 Till our next hunt,    

      TedTedTedTed    

ANNUAL BANQUET 
 

The 2016 Iowa FNAWS banquet will be held the 20th 
of February, at the Holiday Inn (Airport), Des 
Moines, IA.  There has been a change this year 
concerning reservations.  The board has voted to 
charge $50.00 per person if banquet registration is 
received before February 1st.  Those registering at the 
door will pay $65.00.  Anyone who registers in 
advance and is unable to attend will receive a refund. 
This is intended to streamline to process of checking 
in at the door.  This also allows me to have 
everyone’s nametags and identification stickers 
printed in advance.  There is a banquet registration 
form included with this newsletter.  Feel free to copy 
it and give it to anyone you know that might be 
interested in attending.  Also, if you know anyone 
that does not currently getting the newsletter and 
would like to get it, please e-mail me at 
fianawsmark@yahoo.com. 
 

 
 

PHOTO FROM LAST YEAR’S EVENT

 

NICE MULE DEER 

Bob Meduna, Nebraska Game and Parks, killed this 
mule deer in the Red Desert in Wyoming in 
October.  He reported that he had a great hunt, 
hunting by himself in an area he’d hunted several 
times.  Not many deer there (He’d only seen 3 bucks 
in the last 4 trips) but they have a chance to get old 
as not many folks hunt there either. 

SCOTT AND COLBY FRYE

 



  
 

  
 
 

 
                                                           



 

LONNIE AND HIS STONE 

I harvested this huge Stone Sheep on Sept. 7, day #7 

of my hunt. In BC the minimum requirements are a 

full curl on at least one horn or it must be 8 years of 

age or older. Measuring age through a spotting scope 

is tricky work, but their growth rings are fairly 

prominent. A good guide can usually do this if he can 

get within 800 yards of the sheep. We were able to 

confirm the age of 8 years and he had a full curl on 

both horns. We were at 275 yards and waiting for 

him to get out of his bed so I had a larger target. As 

soon as he got up to stretch the first shot was a good 

hit in the shoulder, but with the steep cliff my guide 

asked me to hit him again to put him down, which I 

did. He didn’t appear to be moving, but after about  

90 seconds he started to tumble down the mountain 

and fell about 500 yards. The horns made it ok and 

the cape did as well with a couple of punctures from 

the rocks in his path.  Stone sheep hang out in 

higher/steeper terrain than Dall Sheep and we had a 

very difficult hunt leading up to the successful stalk.  

 

They say that “mountain goat hunting starts where 

sheep hunting ends”. This is a very true and we had 

a grueling march through the mountains. Had a great 

guide, Derrick Stevens from Stone Mountain Safaris 

in Toad River BC. The big one got away as they say, 

we made a play on him twice on day 12 and day 13. 

So we settled on our second choice and ,this goat was 

only 4 years old, but had a 9 3/8” horn on one side 

and a broken tip on the other that still measured 9”. 

A grand trophy with lots of memories. 

Lonnie Cook 
 

CAPTURE ADVENTURE!!! 

 

At Feb. 2013 Iowa FNAWS banquet I noticed an 

auction item donated by the Nebraska Game & Parks 

that had also just been a feature story in the Omaha 

World Herald about capturing wild Big Horn Sheep. 

Thinking it would be a fun adventure I bid on it & 

was the winner. It was a two day trip for two that 

included a room at historic Fort Robinson in the 

beautiful Pine Ridge country in NW Nebraska. 

The trip was suppose be scheduled the next winter 

sometime but, like a lot of things regarding wildlife, 

circumstances not in our control dictated a 

postponement until this fall. 

 



Todd Nordeen, Big Game Disease & Research 

Program manager contacted me & we set the dates of 

Oct 12th & 13th, so on the 11th my wife, Mona 

Pictured above), & I headed west from Iowa on I-80. 

Leaving the Interstate @ Ogallala, NE we drove NW 

along the North Platte River past Lake McConaughy 

& Chimney Rock to Scotts Bluff. Leaving the 

interstate gives a whole new perspective to Nebraska, 

as my wife found this western landscape striking & 

it’s vastness profound. 

 

The next morning we made the 1.5 hour drive from 

Scotts Bluff to Fort Robinson & were greeted by 

Rick Brandt, Neb. Game & Parks Volunteer & 

resident “Mule Wrangler”. Rick gave us a quick tour 

& orientation on Fort “Rob” & the state park. If you 

have any interest in history this cavalry remount 

station is rich in it from the murder of Crazy Horse 

in the 1870’s to its closure in 1948. 

Marc Paulson 

 

CASH AND HIS TROPHY 

My uncle Luke transferred his tag to me when he 
drew a Bear tag this summer.  My grandpa and I 
baited all summer long, looking forward to the first 

day of bear season. The first day of season my 
grandpa and sat waiting, we seen 5 or 6 different 
bears, But none were the right bear.  We continued 
to hunt moving to a ground blind about 26 yards 
away from out St. CROIX RIVER bait.  Saturday 
night of season just before dark we heard something 
rustling around.   Grandpa said there he is.....shoot 
him.  The big bear stepped out and stood right on the 
bait.  He heard us moving....and jumped behind a 
tree.  Wait grandpa said he's right there BACK on the 
bait.  SHOOT....I SHOT....HE RAN OFF AND WE 
HEARD A CRASH AND GROWL. ..MY DAD 
HAD TO BE CALLED IN TO DRAG HIM OUT 
....349LB DRESSED  

By Cash Johnson  

 

LAUREEN AND HER ORYX 

Laureen's Oryx hunt purchased at the National 
WSFLadies Luncheon. 
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